
PARCC Testing in Hillsdale Public Schools 

 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is a consortium of states 

developing assessments to measure student achievement in English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy and 

Mathematics based on the learning standards contained in the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for 

grades 3-8 and high school.  

 

The first operational administration of PARCC is scheduled for the 2014-2015 school year.  The State of 

New Jersey will participate in PARCC testing, and this mandatory assessment replaces NJ ASK (The New 

Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge). 

 

The primary purpose of PARCC is to provide high quality assessments of students' progression toward 

postsecondary readiness and success. The ELA/Literacy test units will focus on writing effectively when 

analyzing text.  The Mathematics test units will focus on applying skills and concepts, and understanding 

multistep problems that require abstract reasoning, precision, perseverance, and strategic use of tools. 

 

The spring 2015 administration of the PARCC assessment includes two separate test administration 

windows: the Performance-Based Assessment (PBA) and the End-of-Year (EOY), both of which will be 

administered in computer-based formats. The first window will be for administration of the PBA, and 

the second window will be for the administration of the EOY. A student must participate in both 

windows for a complete PARCC score. 

 

PBA Administration Dates: 

George White Middle School 

8th Grade - March 2-6 

7th Grade - March 9-13 

6th Grade - March 2-6 

5th Grade - March 9-13 

Make-up testing: March 16-

27 

Meadowbrook Elementary 

4th Grade – March 9-13 

3rd Grade – March 2-6 

Make-up testing: March 16-

27 

 

 

Ann B. Smith Elementary 

4th Grade – March 2-13 

3rd Grade – March 16-27 

Make-up testing: March 2-27 

 

EOY Administration Dates: 

George White Middle School 

8th Grade – April 27-30 

7th Grade – May 4-7  

6th Grade – April 27-30 

5th Grade – May 5-7 

Make-up testing: May 11-22 

Meadowbrook Elementary 

4th Grade – May 4-8 

3rd Grade – April 27-29 

Make-up testing: May 11-22 

 

 

Ann B. Smith Elementary 

4th Grade – April 27-May 8 

3rd Grade – May 11-22 

Make-up testing: April 27-

May 22 

 

Throughout a student’s educational career, the PARCC assessments will provide parents with 

important information about their child’s progress toward meeting the goal of being college or 



career ready. The PARCC assessments will, for the first time, provide detailed diagnostic information 

about each individual student’s performance that educators, parents and students can utilize to 

enhance foundational knowledge and student achievement. PARCC assessments will include item 

analysis which will clarify a student’s level of knowledge and understanding of a particular subject 

or area of a subject. The data derived from the assessment will be utilized by teachers and 

administrators to pinpoint areas of difficulty and customize instruction accordingly. Such data can 

be accessed and utilized as a student progresses to successive school levels. 

 

For videos and resources about PARCC, go to the district webpage.  Click the ‘Curriculum’ tab, and then 

click ‘Curriculum Corner’ from the menu.  On the left navigation, click ‘PARCC Resources.’  Links to the 

PARCC tutorials and practice tests, as well as videos, are available, and you are encouraged to 

experience the test first hand with your child/ren.   

 

Teachers are using a variety of resources to prepare students for PARCC, and you can support them by 

reading to and/or with your child/ren often, as well as exploring the online tutorials and practice tests in 

order to become familiar with the computer-based format.  Prior to testing, encourage your child/ren to 

have a healthy breakfast and get a good night’s rest in order to do their best.   

 

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact your child/ren’s principal. 

 

http://www.hillsdaleschools.com/Page/2795

